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INTRODUCTION. 


Buddha, after assuming the 
ached His sacred doctrine 
caste, or sex, in the 


TDALIT is the language in which the 

character of a religious teacher, pre 
to mankind, without distinction of creed, country, 
sixth century before Chirst, in Magadha (Behar), Northern India. 
At that time it was called Mágadhí, as the term Pali, which was 
exclusively used to signify the Buddhist scriptures, was then not 
current. The Buddhist canon, better known as the Pitakas, are 
divided into three sections, viz., the Vinaya, the Sutta, and the 


Abhidhamma. 

Páli literature may be classified according to the 
language used in the Pitakas : the Atthakathás or commentaries 
of Buddhaghósha, the Tikas or sub-commentaries, and works 
written from time to time by various authors on different 
subjects. The Vinayapitaka Pali is called Anddesand, because 
it consists of the rules and regulations laid down by the Blessed 
Teacher for the guidance and discipline of the Sangha, or 
order of Buddhist monks. The Suttapitaka Pali is known as 
Voháradesaná, because it deals with discourses preached by the 
Exalted One relating to the practical life and admitted beliefs of 
the day. The Abhidhammapitaka Pali is named Paramatthadesana, 
because the absolute truth is expounded therein in respect of 
philosophy and psychology. 

The term Páli is synonymous with the Tantibhásá, Magadhibhasa, 
and Mülabhásá, &c. Páli is called Tanti because the Buddhist 
scriptures are written in that language, and Tanti is another name 
for the Tipitaka ; and Mághadí, because it wes the popular dialect 
of the people of Magadha. 


Mágadhí can extensively be classed under two heads: Suddha 
Mágadhí, the pure literary language, and Asuddha or Desíya 
Mágadhí, the vulgar tongue. "The latter, the conversational dialect 
of the Magadhas and teachers of other religions, such as Pürana 
Kassapa, &c., who used it extensively in preaching their doctrines, 
does not bear comparison with the pure Mágadhí or Páli, in which 
the Blessed Buddha proclaimed the Dharma and His disciples 
preached His doctrine. Moreover, the Desíya Mágadhí is neither 
so melodious nor so metrical as the pure Mágadhí or Páli. This 


style of the 


distinction is seen in the following passage from the teachings of 
Makkhaligosála, a contemporary of the Buddha :— 4 4 


“ Hevan donamite sukhadukkhe pari 
vaddhane natthi ukkansdvakanse.” % // 
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( vii ) 


It is evident that the language of both Makkhaligosála and other 
sectarian teachers suffers in comparison with Pali. Tt ê ห า ด 
clear that not only did the Desiya Mágadhi show its inferiority to 
Páli during the lifetime of the Blessed One, but it underwent 
great many changes in course of time after the Parinibbána of 


the Buddha. 


How greatly the language of the inscriptions of Asoka differs from 
the Desíya Mágadhí both in style and phraseology will clearly 
appear from the following passage :— 

* Devána piyena piyadasind ldjind visatavasábhisitena, ataná dgacha- 
matiyite hida Buddhe jdte Sakyamuníti silavigadahica kálápita 
siláthabhe ca yusapapite hida bhagavam játeti lumbinigáme ukhalike kate 
athabhágiye ca." 

The above passage can be rendered into good grammatical Páli 
as follows :— 

“ Devána% piyena piyadassiná (Dhammásoka) rájiná vísativassábhi- 
sittena atíaná dgatamatteyéva idha Sakyamuni , Buddho jdtoti kata- 
suriya Santhána silápattharo kárápito idha Bhagavd játoti sildtthambhoca 
ussápito. Lumbinigdmo са balito mocetvá khettavatthusampanno katoti.” 

The pure Mágadhí in which Our Lord expressed himself, unlike 
the Desiya, is recognized to be an original language—a theory 
affirmed by the following passage in the Mahdbodhivansa :— 

“ Sthalabhdsdya thapitan Mahábodhivansam | ahamidáná asesadesa- 
vasinan subodham karonto sabbajantinan milabhdsdya Mágadhábhi- 


dhandya dasabalassa vacanamálánuküláya vdcdya тасауато apináma 
sddhujanan paritoseyyanti." 


This may be translated thus 


“ I shall now turn the Sinhalese Mahábodhivansa into Mägadhi, 
the original language of all human beings, in consonance with the 
style of the language of the Blessed One, for the better understanding 


of peoples of many countries ; and it would be well if it would please 
the learned.“ 


That Mágadhí has been asserted to be one of the original languages 
of India by eminent ancient scholars is also proved by the following 
stanza :— _ | | 

* Sá Mi í 2 РР. Bi eta Ah o 
brandneu ldd Serie Pik, 

The meaning of the above is that the 
former ages, Brahmas, the Supreme Bud 
heard human speech, is Mágadhí, the o 


language spoken by men of 
dhas, and those who had not 
riginal language. 


siring to prevent the changes 
in the meaning and application of words of a language without a 


น 
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complete grammar, and deeming it a sacred duty to preserve and hand 
down to succeeding generations the Buddhist canon in its original 
magnificence and purity, eminent scholars of ancient times compiled 
many grammatical works of great excellence. Of these, the most 
important are the Kacedyana, ( "hlanirutti, Mahánirutti, Bodhisatta 


Vydkarana, Sabbagunákara Vydkarana, Moggalláyana, and the 
Saddantti. 


Of these, the Kaccágana is the oldest and best. It is excellent in 
arrangement, is remarkable for its brevity and clearness, and is 
held in the highest repute as an authority by grammarians. Its 
author, according to several eminent scholars who lived in the past, 
was the great Kaccáyana who was honoured by the Buddha with the 
designation of Etadagga, and was reckoned among his eighty great 
disciples. 

The Pdnini, the famous Sanskrit grammar which exists as a 
monument of the profound learning and erudition of its authors, has 
been named the Trimuni Vyákarama—the grammar of the three 
sages—by reason of the fact that it was the result of the joint 
labours of the three great Rishis, Pänini, Kátyáyana, and Patanjali, 
who wrote respectively the sitras, the vdrtika on the sútras of 
Panini, and the bháshya on it. 


These three Rishis are generally believed to have flourished in the 
fourth, third, and second centuries B. O., respectively. 


The Kédtantra, or Kalápa, which ranks next to the Panini in 
importance, was likewise the joint production of three great gram- 
marians, of whom Sarvavarman wrote the sitras, Durgasinha the 
vritti, and Trilocanadása the pancikd. 


The Kaccdéyana was compiled in the same way, Kaccayana 
himself writing the suttas during the lifetime of the Buddha in the 
sixth century B.c., Sanghanandi the vritti on the suttas, and Brahma- 
datta the Payoga or examples. The Kaccdyana grammar, which is 
known by the name Sandhikappa, has three principal commentaries : 
Nydsa, Suttaniddesa, and Kaccáyanavannaná. Of these, the Nyása 
is the fruit of the persevering labour of Vimalabuddhi Maháthera, 
of high scholarly attainments, who was well versed in the Tipitaka 
and the commentaries thereon. "This work, which is of great use to 
the Pali student, has been named M ukhamattadtpant by some learned 
scholars of the present day, but there is no reason or authority 
for giving it such a designation, which is not only erroneous, but 
is directly contradicted by the explanatory title, Nyáso Vimala- 
buddhiná " - the Nyása by Vimalabuddhi. 


A commentary named Mukhamattadtpant, composed by Vajira- 
buddhi Maháthera, did indeed exist, but it has been lost. ¢ 4 
a 


The author of the Suttaniddessa, or Kaccáyana Suttaniddessa, 
grammatical treatise explanatory of the suttas of Kaccdyana, was 
c 


4A 


(х) 


Saddhammajotipála Maháthera, otherwise known as Chappada in 
Burma, who accompanied his spiritual teacher Uttarájiva Mahá. 
thera as a novice to Ceylon, was admitted into the higher monastic 
order by the Sangha in Ceylon, and lived among them for some years, 
earnestly studying the doctrine and discipline as handed down in 
the Mahávihára till he mastered the whole Tipitaka and the 
Atthakathás. His stay in the Island contributed largely to the 
literary history of Burma, the other works usually aanbad to him 
being the Abhidhammatthasangaha Satkhepavatmaná, Námacára. 
dí рат, Vinayagülhatthadépaní, Simdlankdratikd, &c. 


The Kaccdyanavannand, a composition of Mahävijitävi Maha. 
thera. deals with the arrangement and purpose of the suttas in the 
Kacedyana, and contains numerous illustrations and a treatise on 
etymology. Many other grammatical works of much importance 
based on the Кассауата have been written by various authors at 
different times ; they are too numerous to be mentioned here. 


The Culanirutti, composed by Yamaka Mahathera, is of far less 
importance than the Kaccáyana, so far as the grammar is concerned. 
The three grammars Mahdnirutti, Bodhisatta, and Sabbagunákara, 
which were respectively compiled by Kaecáyana, Bodhisatta, and 


Sabbagunákara Mahátheras, are unfortunately lost, and their names 
only now remain. 


The Moggalláyana was singly compiled by Moggalláyana Mahá- 
thera, who flourished during the reign of Parákrama Báhu the 
Great (1153 a.p.). He resided in the monastery of Jetavana in 
Polonnaruwa and in the Thüpáráma Monastery in Anurádhapura, 
as occasion needed, under the patronage of that monarch. To this 
great scholar is also ascribed the Abhidhánappadápiká, the oldest 
Pali vocabulary and a work of the highest authority. 


On the Moggalláyana are based many grammatical works and 
commentaries written by subsequent authors, the most important 
of which are the Райа 


| | і 8ádhana, Padávatára, Susaddasiddhi, Sam- 
bandhacinta, Sáratthavilásini, Payogasiddhi, Pancikappadipa, and 
Buddhappasádaná. 


uddha's Parinibbána, Agga- 
Aggapandita III., a nephew 
nob only in th há Aggapandita I., who was 

, only in the whole Tipi i i " 
kathás, but also i © Tipitaka, including the Aftha 
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The Saddaníti was the first return gift of Burma to Ceylon. 
According to Dr. Mabel Bode, a few years after its completion 
Uttarajiva Maháthera came over to Ceylon on a visit to the 
celebrated monks of the Mahávihára, bringing with him a copy of 
the work, which was received with enthusiastic admiration, being 
declared superior to any work of the kind produced by Siņhalese 
scholars. 


According to the Sásanavansa , however, some Sinhalese Bhikkhus 
devoted to literature, having heard that there were many clever 
scholars in Pegu, paid a visit thereto, and they were then shown the. 
Saddaníti. which they greatly appreciated. 


Aggavansa was tutor to the powerful but peace-loving King of 
Pegu, Narapatisithu, during whose reign 11167-1204) that kingdom 
reached the zenith of its prosperity. 


According to the Gandhavansa, Aggavansa was a native of Jambu- 
dípa (strictly meaning India, though Burmese writers often include 
therein Burma also) He is also mentioned by Forchhammer 
among the famous residents of the retired monastery situated in 
the northern plateau of Pegu—the cradle of Páli Burmese literature. 


The Saddaníti, which is the most extensive and systematic of Páli 
grammatical works, is also called the Mahásaddaníti : some scholars 
regard it as two separate books named the Mahdsaddaniti and 
Cálasaddaníti. But this view can hardly be correct, because there 
is nothing at the beginning or end of any of the sections of which 
the work is composed to support it, and the author himself in the 
original table of contents says nothing to favour such a supposition. 


The Saddaníti grammar, which is divided into 28 parichchedas 
or sections and 70 bhánaváras, and contains 770 stanzas and 1,344 
suttas , is highly valuable and useful in the study of the Pali language, 
as it gives the student such assistance as cannot be gained from 
any other grammar, and it becomes indispensable to him after he 
has acquainted himself with the Kaccdyana. 


ә 

It is universally acknowledged to be the most extensive of Pali 
grammatical works and one of the best treatises on the subject, and is 
thus described by Louis de Zoysa, Mahé Mudaliyar, in his ** Catalogue 
of Páli, Sinhalese, and Sanskrit Manuscripts in the 'l'emple Libraries 
of Ceylon”: This is generally admitted both in Ceylon and in 
Burma to be one of the most valuable and exhaustive Pali gram- 
mars extant. The Burmese Sésanavanea (or history of the Buddhist 
church) records that Ceylon monks having learned from Uttarájiva 
Thera and other Burmese monks who arrived in Ceylon in the reign 
of Parákrama Báhu I. (1153-1186 A.D.) that there were erudite 
Pali scholars at Arimaddanapura, the then capital of Rámaífisy 
(Burma), visited that city to ascertain the state of Pali scholarship w 
there, and when the Saddaníti was shown to them they acknowledged 
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that there was no Páli grammatical work in Ceylon to riva] it, 
The work consists of two separate books : the first is usually calleq 
the Mahásaddaníti and the latter Cilasaddaniti.” 


Notwithstanding the importance of the work and the fact, that, 
it is highly esteemed by scholars both of the East and West, it is 
seldom that even Päli scholars in this Island have access to it. 
When after much difficulty a copy of it is proeurable, it is found to 
be full of errors, omissions, and additions, owing to the imperfect 
knowledge of the language and Burmese characters possessed by 
Sinhalese copyists. i 


At the request of many kind-hearted scholars, both laymen and 
monks, and seeing the scarcity of an invaluable work, I undertook 
the task of preparing this edition of it. For this purpose I have 
been to the trouble of obtaining a number of old manuscripts, both 
in the Sinhalese and Burmese character, from different temple 
libraries in various parts of Ceylon and Burma, and after a careful 
comparison of these, have supplied omissions, rejected additions, and 
made other necessary alterations. Any success that has attended 
my labours is mainly due to the kind advice and invaluable help 
received from that eminent Oriental scholar, the Venerable SIRI 
SIDDHATTHA DHAMMÁNANDA ManáTHERA, High Priest of the Srí 
Kalyáni Sámágri Dharma Sect and Principal of the Parama- 


dhammacétiya Oriental College at Ratmálana, to whom I owe a 
heavy debt of gratitude. 


On the completion of the work I submitted it to the late 
L. CORNEILLE WisksnyHa, Mudaliyár, the renowned Oriental scholar 
and translator of the Mahávansa, who, fully recognizing its value 
and usefulness to the Páli student, and the desirability of publishing 
it in its present form, kindly obtained for me permission to print it at 


me Government Printing Office during the régime of His Excellency 
Sm ARTHUR HAMILTON G 


0 feature of his liberal and beneficent administration of the 


an thanks are due to Mr. Н. C. Соттіж and Mr. Н. M. RIOHARDS 
Р m Government Printing Office for assistance rendered to me 
while the work was going through the press, and to H. SUMANAJOTI 
TufRA of the Palliyagode 


Ame lla Buddhist Templ for 
assisting me to read the proofs, emple at Moratuwa fo 


ARUGGODA SEELANANDA, 


Vice-Principal Of the Paramadhaminacéti 
ya 
Р Oriental College, Ratmalána. 


December, 1909. 
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